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When will McCarthy begin accepting donations?  
We will have two donation drop-off dates per year. They will be the 
4th Saturday of March and September to allow each church to gather 
two rounds of our Sunday School literature which would end in 
February and August. We are allowing enough time for participating 
church members to check their basements and gather, sort, and 
mark their donated used Christian materials as this will greatly help 
the volunteers at both McCarthy and Love Packages. The categories 
are listed on the front page. 
  

Our first drop-off for association churches is on September 24th, 
2022. Being a Saturday, we will take donations from 10am to 3pm. 
Each box should be marked on the outside with the category name 
of the items inside; for example: Bibles. This will allow the volunteers 
to stack the boxes of the same categories together. Also, if you bring 
your own upright dolly, 3-in-1 dolly, or a platform truck to use when 
unloading your vehicles, the unloading will go faster. 
 

NOTE: If anyone has an upright dolly, 3-in-1 dolly, or platform truck 
they are not using that day, McCarthy will be in need of them on 
drop-off days. 
 

We have received our first monetary donation to cover the fuel cost 
of these twice-a-year trips to Butler, Illinois. It is 331 miles one-way, 
taking approximately 5-6 hours one way. Any donation would be 
appreciated. Also, please be open to occasionally providing: driver(s), 
vehicle(s), or covered trailer(s) if needed.  
 

Since we have just begun collecting donated material, we don’t yet 
know how much we might be given and how many pickups, vans, 
trucks or semi-trailers we might need. But our first trip may be our 
biggest ever if everyone cleans out their basement. But it will give us 
an idea of what we might need in the future and then we can work on 
how to most efficiently and cost effectively we can move this 
literature across the state to Butler, Illinois. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION AND GOD BLESS YOU! 

SOME COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Our vision is simple. We want to see all of our excess, the materials 
that are being wasted, placed on the mission fields of the world. 
Won’t you help?  Steven J. Schmidt, Director 
How can people overseas use English literature? 
Not everybody can, but nations like Nigeria, Kenya, and Ghana have 
taught English in their schools for the past fifty years. In India, 30% of 
the people can’t read at all, but 25% of the 1 billion read and speak 
English. That’s 250 million people!! That’s almost the US population. 
How do you get the literature oversees? 
We ship to destinations around the world in ocean-going containers 
that weigh approximately 20 tons each. 
Why can’t I just send it myself? The US Postal Service has stopped 
overseas surface mail and airmail service is cost prohibitive. 
How do you know the containers arrive? The freight companies and 
our distributors both inform us when the ocean-going containers 
reach their destinations. 
How is Love Packages supported? 
We are supported by free will offerings from churches and individuals 
who are concerned about wasting God’s word. 
What’s the cost? The average cost of a 20 ton container (depending 
on destination) was approx. $4,500 last year. This year: about $6,000. 
What happens once the literature get to you from us? 
First of all we sort every piece (if you have not). We take out all those 
old electric bills, love letters, Good Housekeeping magazines, and 
other such things that somehow get into the box. We sort out all the 
cult literature so it doesn’t go overseas. To better meet the needs of 
those overseas, we sort our literature into 6 categories, and color 
code the boxes accordingly: 1) Bibles 2) Commentary & Reference 
Material 3) Sunday School literature [last 5 years only] 4) Non-fiction 
Christian Books or Paperbacks 5) Daily Devotionals and Magazines 6) 
Christian music CD’s, Christian movie DVD’s, and miscellaneous. 
How much literature did you provide in 2021?  2,021 TONS to 
32 countries. That is 4,042,000 lbs. from 159,022 packages. 
Butler, IL had 2,080 volunteers and Decatur, AL 569 volunteers 

THAT IS JUST AN AWESOME GOD THING!! 
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ACCEPTABLE USED MATERIALS & LITERATURE 

Bibles – All Bibles, New Testaments, and Bible portions (new or used). 
 

Tracts – all tracts. 
 

Books & Paperbacks – all non-fiction Christian books/paperbacks. 
 

Flannelgraph Supplies – all are accepted. 
 

Magazines – the following are examples of what we take: 
DISCIPLESHIP JOURNAL, DECISION, BIBLE STUDY MAGAZINE, 
HERALD OF HIS COMING, CHRISTIAN READER, LEADERSHIP, 
BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR, PULPIT HELPS, AND BREAD FOR 
CHILDREN. [We do not take Guideposts or MISSION magazine 
(which covers fashion).] 

 

Misc. – All daily devotionals, reference books, commentaries, 
Christian music CD’s and Christian movie DVD’s. 
 

Sunday School Supplies – we accept all quarterlies from THESE 
publishing houses in any amounts: 
LIFEWAY PUBLISHING (SBC)    DAVID C. COOK 
GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE (Assembly of God) UNION GOSPEL 
STANDARD PUBLISHING    PATHWAY PRESS 
Many other publishing houses are very good. We accept all adult Sunday 
School materials from any reputable publishers, not listed above, if you 
have a leader’s guide and at least 8 student manuals. Any additional helps 
(teacher packets, teachings pictures, etc.) should also be included.  
Please, no handiwork, crafts or busy papers. 
 

*Please help us by sorting your literature before you send it to us. By 
putting the Sunday School books (students’ and teachers’) together and by 
separating by the above designations, you will be helping us by cutting our 
sorting time. 
 

P.S. If you have materials which are not listed above which you feel 
are fundamentally sound, send a sample to us with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for reply. Mail to: Love Packages, 220 Union Street 
Butler, IL 62015      Phone: (217) 532-6701       
See love packages on YouTube or Facebook or www.lovepackages.org 

TESTIMONIES FROM THOSE RECEIVING USED MATERIALS & LITERATURE 

South Africa: These books are handed out with great respect and are received 
like treasure. I have personally observed many lives being changed and hearts 
transformed through the written work and I know that God is at work. 

Uganda: I am very grateful for the wonderful work you are doing. Thank you for 
the supply of bibles and other bible materials. I use them in the prison ministry 
to preach better to the prisoners. Many of them have seen the mighty hand of 
God and some have been released before their scheduled time. Many have 
become powerful evangelists. Praise the Lord. 

Indonesia: We, me and all the Sunday School teachers at our church, keep on 
feeling blessed each time we use the flannel pictures and back-grounds you’ve 
sent us. You have equipped us for the ministry. Thanks! 

South Africa: We have been so blessed by your Love Packages. It is the only 
literature the children have! 

India: Because of your help with Love Packages, you have enabled us to take the 
Gospel to the unreached regions. Since we have distributed the Love Packages in 
these areas it has brought a great change. The people have shown great interest 
in the foreign magazines and books. So through literature the doors are opened 
for the Gospel. Now there are many churches started as a result. 

South Africa: Please keep the Love Packages coming! You will never know this 
side of heaven how much the literature you have sent has changed, discipled and 
blessed the lives of children here in Africa! We minister to underprivileged, 
abused children. Some of them have died of Aids, but they died SAVED! Praise 
the Lord! Some of the books you have sent are worn and tattered because of the 
loving hands of children who have read and re-read them. Every child in the 
school has received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. We have 165 children. 
Please keep sending literature. 

Philippines: We appreciate so much your concern for the national churches and 
the pastors have been extremely pleased to be able to receive such good 
materials. Many of our Bible Schools have only a few books in their library. 

Sierra Leone: Thank you for the Bibles, reference books and teachings materials 
along with the tracts. Our church has not been the same since we received the 
materials. Our Sunday School attendance has increased tremendously, and the 
teachers are more effective as a result of the materials given to us. To the glory 
of God in the past three months 30 souls have been added to our church. We 
give God all the glory. 

Malawi: Thank you for the Romans Road type of evangelism booklets. I trained 
my Bible school class on practical evangelism using the methodology and the 
results were overwhelming. We did door to door evangelism and many souls 
came to the Lord. We did street evangelism in town for two days and my, so 
many souls gave their lives to the Lord. I want to take this to many more places 
this year. Praise God! 

 

http://www.lovepackages.org/

